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“There is always light. If only we
are brave enough to see it. If only
we’re brave enough to BE it.”
Amanda Gorman
The Hill We Climb
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Year 7 Spring 2 Knowledge Organiser 2021

Homework Timetable
You are expected to spend 30 minutes on each subject shown on your timetable each day.
Each day use a page of your exercise book to evidence your work: half a page per subject.
You should also spend 20 minutes reading each day, which you should record in your reading log on page 5.
Week starting

Subject 1

Subject 2

22nd February

This timetable will be in
use for students who
are attending lessons in
school.
For students who are
working from home,
Knowledge Organiser
work will be
incorporated into the
live lessons.

Week starting

Subject 1

Subject 2

15th March

Monday

History

Geography

Monday

History

Geography

Tuesday

Technology

Performing Arts

Tuesday

Technology

Performing Arts

Wednesday

Maths

Spanish

Wednesday

Maths

Spanish

Thursday

English

PE

Thursday

English

Art

Friday

Science

RE

Friday

Science

RE

Week starting
1st March

Subject 1 Subject 2

Signed
Off

Week starting
22nd

Subject 1 Subject 2

March

Monday

History

Geography

Monday

History

Geography

Tuesday

Technology

Performing Arts

Tuesday

Technology

Performing Arts

Wednesday

Maths

Spanish

Wednesday

Maths

Spanish

Thursday

English

Art

Thursday

English

PE

Friday

Science

RE

Friday

Science

RE

Week starting
8th

All students should
read for at least 20
minutes each day.

Signed
Off

Subject 1

Subject 2

March

Monday

History

Signed
Off

Week starting

Subject 1

Subject 2

29th March

Geography

Monday

History

Geography
Performing Arts

Tuesday

Technology

Performing Arts

Tuesday

Technology

Wednesday

Maths

Spanish

Wednesday

Maths

Spanish

Thursday

English

PE

Thursday

English

Art

Friday

Science

RE

Signed
Off

Signed
Off

Signed
Off

Bank Holiday
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Reading Log – Spring 2
Time

Username: ____________________________

Score

Range

Password: ____________________________

Please tick the reading log on each day that you read for 20 minutes or more and make sure each week it is signed.
Week

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

Book(s) read (Title and author)

AR Quiz % Score and Date

Parent/Guardian/ Staff
Signature

22/2

1/3

8/3

15/3

22/3

29/3

Half
term
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English Year 7 Spring 2
Analysing texts
We use the what, how, why structure to analyse texts.

WHAT has the writer
done?

The writer has:
depicted/ illustrated/ portrayed/ presented/ repeated/
focused upon…

How has the writer
done this?

Using the adjective/verb/ imagery/noun “__________” which
suggests ______________

WHY has the writer
done this?

Perhaps the writer wanted to:
Criticise/teach/demonstrate/ warn/ entertain
The writer might also have wanted the reader to feel (insert
emotion) because…

Genre

What to use

Article

Headline and Strapline
Introduction to create
interest – (include who,
what, where, when, how
and why?)
3-4 middle paragraphs
Short but effective
conclusion

Letter

Empathise with…because
Understand that…because…
Tier 2 Vocabulary

Definition

Inspiring

Filling with excitement
and awe. Makes you
want to do something.
Something that is
handed down from the
past – a tradition
A journey or
expedition, often an
adventurous one
Strong feelings of
excitement or
happiness
Very attractive or
tempting

Heritage

Voyage

Exhilarating

Alluring

Perilous

Dangerous or tricky

Genre, audience and Purpose

Your address in the top
right corner
Date underneath address
Begin by saying ‘Dear…’
Use paragraphs to
structure your letter
End by saying ‘Your
Sincerely’ if you know the
person’s name, or ‘Yours
faithfully’ if you don’t

Language
technique

What is it?

Alliteration

Using at least 2 words that
start with the same letter
next to each other for effect

Anecdote

A short story/example to
illustrate your point

Facts

Ideas that can be proven

Opinions

Personal ideas

Rhetorical
questions

Questions that you ask the
reader that don’t require an
answer

Repetition

Saying the same thing more
than once for emphasis

Emotive
language

Using words that make the
reader feel a particular
emotion

Exaggeration

Making something seem
worse or better than it is

Statistics

Facts that are supported by
numbers or percentages

Triple

Using three words with
similar meanings in a row
e.g. beautiful, pretty,
gorgeous

Before you start writing think about
the GAPS!

Genre – what type of text are you
being asked to write?
Audience – who are you writing for?
Purpose – what are you trying to
achieve?
Style – formal or informal?

Speech Address your audience,
‘Good
morning/afternoon’
Introduce yourself
Ask questions of the
listeners
End by saying ‘Thank you
for listening’

Leaflet

Use subheadings to
section off information
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Year 7 Mathematics – Spring 2
Key Vocabulary
Tier 3 vocabulary

Definition

Denominator

The number below the line in a
fraction. Denotes how many parts
the whole is divided into.
The number above the line in a
fraction. Denotes the number of
parts out of the whole that are being
taken.
Two fractions that express the same
part of a whole.

Numerator

Equivalent (fraction)
Improper Fraction
Least Common
Denominator

A fraction whose numerator is equal
to or greater than its denominator.
The lowest number which is a
multiple of both denominators.

Mixed Number

A number composed of a whole
number and a fraction.

Proper Fraction

A fraction whose numerator is
smaller than its denominator.

Lowest Terms

A fraction whose numerator and
denominator have no common
factors apart from one is in lowest
terms.

Possible exam/CAF-style questions

Question 3

Question 4

Science Year 7 Spring 2
Section A: Biology: Immunity

Bacteria structure

Section B: Chemistry: Acids and Alkalis

The pH Scale

Hazard Symbols
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Section C- Physics: Space

Seasons

Virus structure

Section C: Key Vocabulary
Section B: Key Vocabulary
Section A: Key Vocabulary
Tier 2
Pathogen

Definition
A microorganism that causes
disease.
A medicine that destroys or
Antibiotic
inhibits bacteria
Infectious disease A disease that can be spread
from person to person.
Vaccine
A weakened, dead or
genetically modified version
of a disease.

Tier 2

Definition

Day

The time it takes for a planet to rotate
once around its axis.

Year

The time it takes for a planet to
complete an orbit around the Sun.

Tier 2

Definition

Acid

A substance with a pH less than 7.

Alkali

A substance with a pH greater than 7.

Solar System The gravitationally bound system of the
Sun and the objects that orbit it.

Neutralisation
reaction

The reaction between an acid and a
base.

Galaxy

A group of many millions of stars, held
together by the force of gravity.

Indicator

A substance that changes colour when
it is added to acidic or alkaline
solutions.

Exoplanet

A planet that orbits a star outside the
solar system.

HISTORY How significant was religious change from 1066-1601?
B: Catholic v Protestant

A: Religious Change Key Vocabulary
Medieval
Pope
Crusade

Period of history from 1066 to
around 1500.
Leader of the Catholic Church
which centred on Rome.
A war started for religious reasons.

Archbishop
of
Canterbury
Monastery

The most important role in the
church in England second only to
the king.

Monk

A member of a religious
community of men. They usually
lived by vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience.
The type of Christianity which
England was when Henry VIII
became king.
The type of Christianity became
after Henry VIII broke from Rome.

Catholic

Protestant

Bloody
Mary
Martyr

A Catholic Church

A building where a group of monks
or nuns live.

Reformation A movement calling for the
Catholic Church to change. It was
led by the Protestants.
The nickname given to Mary I
because of her treatment of
Protestants.
Someone who dies or is killed for
their religious beliefs.

Religious

A religious agreement.

Armada

Fleet of warships
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Priests wore
elaborate robes.

Plain and simple (no
statues or art)
Connected to God
directly by personal
faith.
Priests wore plain
clothes.

They said mass in
Latin.

Church services were in
English

Pope was the head of
the church.

Monarch was the head
of the church.

Richly decorated
(statues and art)
Connected to God
through the priest.

C:Religious Change Key Knowledge
Why was the church important to people?
- Going to church was a way of making sure you went to heaven.
- Important events were marked by church services, e.g. births,
marriages, deaths.
- The church was the centre of the local community with the
priest playing a variety of roles e.g record -keeper.

D: Religious Change Key Dates
10961271
1170

The Crusades (aiming to recover the Holy
Land from Islamic rule.

1509

Henry VIII is crowned king.

1533

Henry VIII breaks from Rome and becomes
the leader of the Protestant church in
England.
Henry VIII begins to close (dissolve) the
monasteries.
Edward VI is crowned king. He is a strong
Protestant.
Mary I is crowned queen. She is a strong
Catholic.
Elizabeth I is crowned queen. She is a
moderate Protestant.

Why did Henry VIII break from Rome?
Political reasons
- He wanted to divorce Catherine of Aragon so he could marry
Anne Boleyn and have a son.
- The Pope was a threat to his power.
Economic Reasons
- Henry VIII was bankrupt (had no money) and knew that if he
controlled the church in England he could take their money and
sell their land.
Religious Reasons
- There were reports that the church was corrupt.

A Protestant Church

1535
1547
1553
1558

The murder of Archbishop Thomas Becket

Why did the Spanish try to invade in 1588?

1559

R- Refusal of marriage
E- Execution of Mary, Queen of Scots
A- Attacks on Spanish treasure ships.
C- Catholic v. Protestant
H- Helping the Netherlands

1588

Elizabeth I introduces her religious
settlement which establishes the Church of
England.
The Spanish Armada.

1605

The Gunpowder Plot

Geography – The rainforest
Section B: Interesting facts

Section A: Key Vocabulary
Vocabulary

Definition

•

Altitude

Measures the height of the land and is a
factor affecting climate.
A large area of the globe with a similar
climate and plant life.

•

Biome

•
Canopy layer

Climate

This is the primary layer of the forest and
many animals live in this area since food is
abundant. Those animals include: snakes,
toucans and treefrogs.
The usual weather conditions in a particular
place or region e.g. temperate or tropical.

•

Rainforests cover approximately 6% of the Earth’s surface by
contain more than ½ of the world’s plants. About 90% of
organisms are found in the canopy.
About 30 million species of plants and animals live in tropical
rainforests.
There are two types of rainforests – Tropical and Temperate.
Tropical rainforests are generally warmer than temperate ones.
Many things we have in our homes come from rainforests
including: chocolate, sugar, rubber, bamboo and many medicines.

Section C: Deforestation impacts

Section C: Deforestation causes
Ecosystem

The living and non-living things in an
environment and how they work together.

Emergent layer

The tallest trees make up the emergent layer

Equator

Forest floor

Latitude lines

Precipitation
Tropics

Understory layer
Weather

Deforestation

An imaginary line, splitting the Earth in half.
It is where latitude lines begin and is at 0
degrees.
The bottom layer of the rainforest, it is very
dark here so almost no plants grow there.
Giant ant eaters live here.
Imaginary lines which measure the distance
from the equator. They are measured in
degrees.
The amount of rainfall in an area.

•

•
•
•
•

To clear space for farming: growing crops (e.g. soya
beans & palm oil) and space cattle to generate cheap
beef.
Chopping down trees for wood.
To build roads to mine for metals, gold & diamonds.
To dig for oil.
To flood areas to make dams & generate electricity.

•

•
•
•
•

An area the size of 20 football pitches is destroyed
every 60 seconds.
½ of the tropical rainforests we had are gone.
28,000 species of animals are expected to become
extinct in the next 25 years.
Local people’s homes are destroyed.
Levels of carbon dioxide in the air are increasing and
oxygen is decreasing.

The region between the Tropic of Cancer
(north of equator) and the Tropic of
Capricorn (south of equator).
The second to bottom layer of the rainforest,
where little sunshine reaches.
The day-to-day conditions of a particular
place e.g. it is raining today.
The large-scale removal of trees from an
area
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KS3 RE Religion and the Environment
A. Environment Key Vocabulary

Abuse

Misuse; of the world and the environment

Adaptation

a process of change where an organism or species
becomes better suited to its environment
A feeling of devout respect, mixed with fear or wonder

Awe
Dominion
Environment
Evolution

Deforestation
Fundamentalis
t Christian
Liberals

Natural
resources
Nonrenewable
resources
Renewable
energy
Responsibility
Pollution
Quality of life

Dominance, or power over something
The natural world
The process by which living organisms are thought to have
developed and diversified from earlier forms of life during
the history of the earth
The cutting down of large amounts of forest, usually
because of business needs
Christians who believe that the statements in the Bible are
literally true and believe there are certain basic beliefs
that are essential to the Christian faith
Christians who believe that the Bible’s authors were
guided by God, but that not everything they wrote is a
literal account of what actually happened
Materials found in nature-such as oil and trees- that can
be used
Things the earth provides that will eventually run out as
there is a limited amount of them; e.g. oil, coal, gas
Energy that comes from a source that does not run out,
such as wind or the sun
A duty to care for , or having control over, something or
someone
Making something dirty and contaminated, especially the
environment
The general wellbeing of a person, how good their life is.

Sanctity of life

All life is holy as it is created by God; Christians believe
that human life should not be misused or abused

Stewardship

The idea that believers have a duty to look after the
environment on behalf of God
Building and progress that try to reduce the impact on the
natural world for future generations
All of time and space

Sustainable
development
Universe
Vegan
Vegetarian

A person who not eat animals or food produced by
animals
A person who does not eat meat or fish

Wonder

Marvelling at the complexity and beauty of the universe

B. Environment Key Knowledge
Christian beliefs :
A ‘steward’ looks after the boss’s property. Christians see themselves as stewards over
God’s good earth. Christians should love every tree and flower, fish or bird, because
they believe that God made them all. For them, God is the boss of the earth; in the
Bible God asks all people to be the steward of the earth and look after it.
Sikh Beliefs:

Being aware of and respecting the dignity of all life, human or otherwise, is important
to Sikhs. Each person as a ‘divine spark’ and it is important that we cherish this. The
history of the Gurus is full of stories of their love for animals, birds, trees, vegetation,
rivers, mountains and sky. Many Sikhs are vegetarian.

Muslim Beliefs:

Muslims believe that everything is created by Allah and is therefore sacred. Allah has
made human beings stewards (Khalifah) and they have a responsibility to keep balance
and harmony in Allah’s creation. They are accountable for their actions to Allah. The
Shariah (Islamic law) outlines how to stop cruelty to animals, conserve forests and limit
the size of cities.

C. Key People
St Francis

Inspired by the words and actions of Jesus, he lived
a simple life and respect all life. He rebuilt a ruined
chapel, took care of lepers and treated animals
with respect. He is the Patron Saint of animals
because he showed love and kindness to all of
God’s creatures.

The Dalai
Lama

Fights for environmental issues and won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1989. He stresses the importance of
kindness to the planet and that it is everyone's
responsibility to look after the planet. This is upheld
by his Buddhist view and the 5 Precepts.

Pope
Benedict
XVI

Very vocal about the suffering that climate change
is causing to the world’s poor. Believes in
environmental stewardship. The Popemobile is also
powered by solar power.

D. How to be a good steward
1. Pick up litter
2. The 3 R’s: reduce, reuse and recycle
3. Limit use of electricity
4. Use cars less

B. Religious Teachings/Quotes
Christian
‘Till the earth and keep it.’
beliefs :
‘The earth is the Lords and
everything in it.’
Muslim
‘Every single Muslim that
Beliefs:
plants anything that can be
eaten counts as charity.’
‘Do not seek more than what
you need.’

SPANISH – Media
Section A – La televisión y las
películas
¿Cuál es tu programa favorito?
= What’s your favourite
programme?
Mi programa favorito se
llama/es = My favourite
programme is called/is
un concurso = a gameshow
un documental = a
documentary
un programa de
deporte/música/tele-realidad
= a sports/music/reality show
el telediario = the news
el tiempo = the weather
una comedia = a comedy
una serie de policías = a crime
series
une telenovela = a soap opera
¿Qué tipo de películas te
gustan? = What type of films do
you like?
las películas de… = …films
acción = action
amor = romance
artes martiales = martial arts
ciencia-ficción = sci-fi
guerra = war
terror = horror
el Oeste = Western
las comedias = comedies
los dibujos animados =
cartoons

Section B – Ver
Use the verb ‘ver’ to say what you
and other people watch:
Pronoun

Ver = to watch

yo

veo

tú

ves

él/ella

ve

nosotros

vemos

vosotros

veis

ellos/ellas

ven

Section C – Film review writing frame
Anoche = last night
Ayer = yesterday
La semana pasada = last week

fui al cine con = I went to the cinema with

Section E – Film and TV opinions
aburrido = boring
divertido = fun
educativo = educational malo = bad
emocionante = moving tonto = stupid
informativo = informative
interesante = interesting
Section F – The preterite tense
Use this tense to say what you did in
the past. Take away the infinitive
ending AR, ER, IR and add these
endings:
AR
ER/IR
yo

é

í

tú

aste

iste

él/ella

ó

ió

nosotros

amos

imos

vosotros

asteis

isteis

ellos/ellas

aron

ieron

mi familia = my
family
mi hermano = my
brother
mi amigo/a = my
friend

para ver una película que
se llama… = to watch a
film called…

Fue una película de… = It was a …film
acción = action amor = romance
ciencia-ficción =sci-fi

sobre = about
una chica. = a girl un desastre. = a disaster
un grupo de amigos. = a group of friends

Antes de entrar compré = Before entering I
bought

palomitas. = popcorn
caramelos. = sweets
una bebida. = a drink

La película empezó = the film started at

a las ocho. = 8 a las siete y media. = 7:30
a la una y diez. = 1:10

Me encantó = I loved
Me gustó mucho = I really liked
No me gustó = I didn’t like
Odié = I hated
la película porque fue = the film because it
was

muy = really
bastante = quite
un poco = a bit

Después de la
película =
After the film

fuimos a un restaurante. = We went to a
restaurant
volivmos a casa. = We returned home
fui a la casa de mi amigo. = I went to my friend’s
house

aburrida. = boring
educativa. = educational
interesante. = interesting
Comí = I ate
Bebí = I drank
Volví = I returned
Me acosté = I went to bed

Section G – Technology and social media
Uso…para = I use…to
descargar música = download music
mi móvil = my mobile
ver películas = watch films
mi ordenador = my computer
estudiar y aprender = study and learn
mi tableta = my Tablet
jugar juegos = play games
mi portátil = my laptop
escribir correos = write emails
la aplicación = the APP
hacer mis deberes = do my homework
la red social = the social network
comprar en línea = shop online
compartir/subir fotos = share/upload photos
chatear = chat
11
mantenerme en contacto con = keep in contact with

SPANISH – Town and recycling
Section A – ¿Que hay en la ciudad?
Mi ciudad/pueblo se llama… = My city/town is
called…
En mi ciudad/pueblo (no) hay… = In my
city/town there is (not)…
una biblioteca = a library
un cine = a cinema una discoteca = a club
una tienda = a shop un puerto = a port
un polideportivo = a sports centre
un parque = a park un castillo = a castle
un estadio = a stadium
un hospital = a hospital
una plaza (de toros) = a town square (bull ring)
un museo = a museum
un instituto = a school
un centro comercial = a shopping centre
un supermercado = a supermarket
un mercado = a market
una estación = a station
una piscina =a swimming pool
un aeropuerto = an airport
Section D – Meeting up
Quieres? = Do you want to?
(no) quiero = I (don’t) want to
(no) puedo = I can (not)
Lo siento = sorry
Sí me gustaría = yes, I’d like
No tengo dinero = I don’t have any money
Ya tengo planes = I already have plans
Voy a… = I’m going to…
…ordenar mi dormitorio = tidy my room
…pasear el perro = walk the dog
…lavarme el pelo = wash my hair

Section B – ¿Dónde está?
¿Dónde está/n? = Where is/are…?
¿Por dónde se va…? How do you get to…?
Estoy perdido/a = I’m lost
por favor = please
gracias = thank you
Tuerce a la derecha/izquierda = turn right/left
Sigue todo recto = go straight on
Tome la primera/segunda a la derecha = take the first/second
street on the right
Tome la tercera a la izquierda = take the third street on the
left
Cruce la plaza = cross the square
Hasta el semáforo = until the traffic lights
Hasta el final de la calle = until the end of the road
está = it is (location) están = they are (location)
enfrente de = opposite al lado de = next to
entre = between detrás de = behind
cerca de = near to
a la derecha de = to the right of
a la izquierda de = to the left of en el centro = in the centre
fuera de = outside
a la esquina = on the corner

Section E – Poder and querer
Use poder meaning ‘to be able to/can’ and
querer meaning ‘to want’ to arrange meetings
with friends.
yo

puedo

quiero

tú

puedes

quieres

él/ella

puede

quiere

nosotros

podemos

queremos

vosotros

podéis

queries

ellos/ellas

pueden

quieren

Section C – Se puede
Use ‘se puede’ meaning ‘you can’ to say what you
can and cannot do in your town.
E.g. En mi ciudad se puede leer en la biblioteca. =
In my town you can read in the library.
Se puede

No se puede

leer = read aprender = learn
ver una película = watch a film
bailar = dance
comprar ropa/food = buy clothes/food
hacer deporte = play sport
jugar al fútbol = play football
ver un partido = watch a match
descansar = relax
viajar a = travel to
coger un tren/autobus = catch a train/bus
nadar = swim
visitar = visit
hacer picnic = have a picnic
salir con amigos = go out with friends
ir de compras = go shopping

Section F – Recycling
Reciclo = I recycle
Reciclamos = we recycle
papel = paper
plástico = plastic
vidrio = glass
latas = tins/cans
botellas = bottles
periódicos = newspapers
pilas = batteries
cartón = cardboard
juegos = games
ropa = clothes

Section G – Deber
Use the verb deber meaning ‘to have
to/must’ to say what you must recycle.
E.g. Debo reciclar latas. = I must recycle
tins. You can also use ‘es necesario’. E.g.
Es necesario reciclar pilas. = It’s necessary
to recycle batteries.
yo
debo
tú

debes

él/ella

debe

nosotros

debemos

vosotros

debéis

ellos/ellas

deben
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Year 7 Physical Education
Striking and Fielding Basic Skills
Throwing

Catching

Overarm Throw

Catching a ball above your waist

• Hold the ball in your hand with your
elbow bent behind your body
• Move your hand forwards and straighten
your arm
• Point with your finger where you want the
ball to go
• To make the ball go further or faster
move your arm faster
• Start with your feet together, step forward
with your non throwing foot as you swing
your arm forwards

Underarm Throw
• Hold the ball in your hand with your arm
straight
• Swing your arm backwards and then
forwards
• Let go just before your hand gets to the
height you want the ball to be thrown at
• Point with your first finger in the direction
you want the ball to go
• Start with your feet together, step forward
with your non throwing foot as you swing
your arm forwards

• Position your body underneath or behind
the ball
• ALWAYS look at the ball
• Put your thumbs together
• Spread your fingers out
• As the ball touches your palms close
your fingers around the ball
• As you catch the ball pull it in towards
your body to slow the ball down

Catching a ball below your waist
•
•
•
•
•

Position your body behind the ball
ALWAYS look at the ball
Put your little fingers together
Spread your fingers out
As the ball touches your palms close
your fingers around the ball
• As you catch the ball pull it in towards
your body to slow
the ball down

Batting
Batting in Rounders
• Stand sideways
• Stand with your batting foot at
the back and this knee bent
• Hold the bat with one hand
• Before the ball is bowled hold
the bat back behind your body
• Point the tip of the bat
upwards
• ALWAYS watch the ball
• Swing your arm forward
to hit the ball
• As your swing your arm
forward transfer your
weight from your back foot
to your front foot

Batting in Softball
• Stand sideways
• Stand with your batting foot at the back
and both knees bent
• Hold the bat with two hands
• Before the ball is bowled hold the bat
back behind your body
• ALWAYS watch the ball
• Swing your arms forward
to hit the ball
• As your swing your arms
forward transfer your
weight from your back
foot to your front foot
13

Year 7 Design and Technology Electronics Spring Term
Key Facts and Specialist Vocabulary
A

C

E

B

“I know the names of key components. I can draw the symbols and explain their
purpose”

Component

HPL – High Performance Learning
A resistor is a device that opposes
the flow of electrical current. The
bigger the value of a resistor, the
more it opposes the current flow.
The value of a resistor is given in Ω
(ohms) and is often referred to as
its ‘resistance’.

Symbol

Purpose

A Battery

Starts electrical
current

B Wire

The current travels
along the wire

C Switch

Opens and closes
the circuit

D LED/Light

Turns electricity to
heat or light

E Motor

Turns electricity to
movement

F Buzzer

Turns electricity to
sound

D

F
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“I can use a resistor value chart to find the value of a resistor”

DRAMA
Section A-Types of staging
Proscenium Arch -A stage where the
audience sits on one side only. The audience
faces one side of the stage directly, and may
sit at a lower height or in tiered seating. The
frame around the stage is called
the proscenium arch. This helps to define
that imaginary fourth wall in realistic
theatre. The area in front of the arch is the
proscenium, which is in front of the scenery.
An in-the-round stage is positioned at the
centre of the audience. This means that
there’s an audience around the whole stage.
This type of stage creates quite an intimate
atmosphere, and is good for drama that
needs audience involvement. There are
walkways for the performers to reach the
acting area. This kind of staging means that
you have to think carefully about not turning
your back on the audience.
Traverse stage-A stage where the audience
sits on two sides is called a traverse stage.
Again, this type of stage is good for creating
an intimate atmosphere as the audience are
close to the action. It’s an unusual form of
staging but you will often see the format
used for fashion shows.
Section B: The 9 Stage positions
These are the nine stage
positions. These are used
when blocking performances,
so actors are spatially aware
and know where to move on
stage. When thinking about
using your performance
space, there are three things
you should consider:
• the areas of the stage
• the terminology you’ll be
using to refer to the areas
of the stage
• if you’re going to use
different levels

Upstage

Upstage

Upstage

Section C: Lighting vocabulary
Stage lighting can:
• Indicate time or location
• Be used in an abstract or symbolic way to communicate a message
• Be used to direct the audience’s focus towards a particular character or
section of action
• Create mood and atmosphere to enhance a play and the audience’s
experience of it.
Vocabulary
Types of lighting definitions
Has a hard-edged effect, used to light characters or
Spot
elements on the stage. Coloured filters can be used with
this lamp.
Gel
A coloured filter that can be placed on a lantern in front of
a beam of light to change the colour.
Flood
Produces clear wide-angled light, but there’s little control
over the spread of the light. Coloured gels can be used
with this lamp.
A large white drape or screen that is positioned upstage
Cyclorama
and can be lit using floodlights to create a block of colour,
e.g. to represent the sky.
Fresnel
Light with a softer edged effect. It has a diffusing lens in
front of the lamp, which means it is spread evenly across
an area. It's useful for good overall light when used with
others. Coloured gels can be used with this lamp.
A metal template positioned in front of a beam of light to
Gobo
create shapes of light on stage, e.g. a window frame or
tree.
Profile spot
A tight beam of light that can be used to highlight an area
on stage.
A light that is used as part of the set design, e.g. a desk
Practical
lamp or torch
A flashing light, used for special effects. It’s often used to
Strobe
give the effect of old movies. It produces a jerky effect on
the movements of actors when used on its own.

Section D: Staging vocabulary
Fourth wall

The fourth wall is a an invisible,
imagined wall which separates
actors from the audience.

Blocking

Is the process of placing
performers in a specific space on
the stage.

Spatial
awareness

Helps an actor to move efficiently
and effectively on stage knowing
the whereabouts of other actors,
sets, props, the limits of the stage
and lighting as well as maintaining
their movements within the same
proportion of the stage even when
the size of the stage changes in
different venues.

Proxemics

The distance between performers
on stage and how this shows the
relationship between characters.

Position
and
direction

Is used to help keep track of how
performers move during rehearsal
and performance. There are 9
stage positions altogether.

Split staging Dividing the acting area into more
than one space e.g. an office and
the factory floor.
Levels

Using different heights onstage.
This can be used to suggest status meaning the power or authority
one character has over another. It's
important to consider what the use
of levels suggests when staging a
scene. Levels can also be used to
suggest various locations.

Section C: Types of lighting
Flood light

Downstage

Downstage

Downstage

Spotlight

Fresnel

Strobe

Cyclorama

Effect of a Gobo

MUSIC
Section A: Baroque Music

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Baroque period was an era that started around 1600 and ended around 1750.
The main composers of the time were Bach, Vivaldi, Handel and Pachelbel
Non-religious (secular) music began to flourish, in particular instrumental music
Instruments began to be grouped together in common groupings and so the orchestra was created
Long flowing melody lines that would often include a lot of ornaments (musical decorations)
Sudden changes between loud and soft dynamics
Complex textures (layers) with lots of overlapping parts
Use of the harpsichord (keyboard instrument like the piano but sounds much more twangy as the strings inside are
plucked)

Section B: Treble Clef Notation

Section C: Bass Clef Notation

The 5 lines that we write music on are called a STAVE.
The symbol at the very beginning of a piece of music is
called a clef.
A TREBLE CLEF is shown below. Notes on a TREBLE CLEF
STAVE are usually high, they would be from the middle of
the keyboard upwards.
These are the notes when we have a TREBLE CLEF.

A BASS CLEF is shown below. Notes on a BASS CLEF
STAVE are usually low, they would be from the middle of
the keyboard downwards.
These are the notes when we have a BASS CLEF.

Section D: Accidentals
We use these symbols to show that we need to raise or lower a note
by a semitone. A semitone is a half-step, or moving to the next nearest
note.
= sharp (raises the note a
semitone)
= flat (lowers the note a semitone)
= natural (puts a note back to
normal after a sharp or flat)

Section E: Baroque Instruments

In Baroque music we often have a GROUND BASS. This is
a theme in the bass part (low down) which is repeated
several times.
Section F: Baroque Music Styles

Concerto Grosso

An orchestral piece written for a group of soloists
with the orchestra accompanying them

Concertino

The name for the group of soloists

Ripieno

The name for the rest of the orchestra

Basso Continuo

The bass part played usually by a keyboard
instrument (e.g. harpsichord) and another low
instrument (e.g. cello)

Solo Concerto

An orchestral piece written for one soloist with
the orchestra accompanying them
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Section A: Key Vocabulary
Vocabulary

Definition

Aboriginal Art

The oldest Aboriginal art is thought to be about 40,000
years old. They tell stories in words and pictures.
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They would dot their paintings using brushes, sticks and
fingers.

Aborigines

Original inhabitants of Australia. The
Aborigines may have lived in Australia for about
125,000 years.

‘Songlines’ or ‘Dreamings
‘Dream time stories.’

Stories told by Aboriginal people through their art
to:

Earth Colours

•

Tell stories about their life and history in their
paintings.

•

Pass stories to new generations.

•

Share beliefs and represent
the dreamtime.

•

Conveys knowledge of the land/environment.

•

They feature things the Aboriginal people saw
around them like lizards and snake.

Aboriginal artists used natural colours from
things found in their environment like
coloured sand, rock dust and charcoal etc.
Brown, Orange, Yellow, black, white, red.
(Often warm colours)

Repeat Pattern

Patterns happen time and again in Aboriginal Art –
over and over

Intricate detail

Lots of tiny detail, often painted in single dots of
colour

Symbols:

