
 

 

RP/tb – 6th October 2021 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As we move into the latter part of this half term, I wanted to write and update you in regard to some of 
the challenges we are currently facing in running the school whilst COVID 19 rates in the community 
remain relatively high.   
 
COVID-19 and Self-Isolation 
Whilst the government have removed the need for the close contacts of confirmed COVID-19 cases to 
self-isolate if they are fully vaccinated or under the age of 18, we are still seeing significant disruption to 
many of our normal activities due to high levels of staff and student absence. To ensure the school 
remains fully open, we are having to use supply staff to cover lessons due to absence, as well as our own 
staff delivering additional lessons. This is far from an ideal scenario, but with COVID rates remaining high 
across the county, it is unavoidable. I am once again grateful to all of our staff for pulling together and 
stepping up to the challenge posed during this difficult period.  
 
To support the school and minimise the risk of transmission in school, please do not send your child in 
to school if they are showing any of the 3 main COVID-19 symptoms: 
• A fever 
• A new and continuous cough 
• Anosmia – a loss or change to taste and/or smell 
 
If your child shows any one or more of these symptoms, they should immediately self-isolate and book a 
PCR test. If this result is positive they will need to self-isolate for a period of 10 days from the onset of 
symptoms. If the result is negative, they do not need to self-isolate, but should only return to school 
when they are well. I would also encourage the continued use for twice-weekly lateral flow tests for 
identifying asymptomatic cases. We have had a number of cases identified through these tests and the 
follow up confirmatory PCR test. 
 
Break and Lunch  
Unfortunately the staffing challenges affecting our teaching and support staff are also continuing to 
impact upon our catering services, with significant levels of staff absence. We continue to ensure that all 
students have access to hot and cold food, but are aware queueing times may be longer than we would 
like. We continue to seek solutions, including the use of agency staff to ensure this disruption is 
minimised. In addition to staffing issues, like many providers, we are now beginning to experience some 
issues with our food supply chain. This may lead to some regular items not being available or less choice 
than students are used to. 



 

 

COVID 19 Vaccinations  
The school will host the School Age Immunisation Service (SAIS) on Monday 11th October, who will be 
administering COVID-19 vaccinations to 12-15 years olds, where consent is given. Please visit 
https://www.derbyshireandcityimms.co.uk/Forms/Covid  to complete the consent form. This will close 
two working days prior to the vaccination day, so will close at the end of tomorrow (Thursday).  The 
unique school code for The Long Eaton School is DD136716 
 
Children must be 12 on the day of vaccination, so please only complete the consent form if your child 
will be aged 12-15 on the day of vaccination. For more information about the vaccination, please visit 
COVID-19 Vaccination - A guide for children and young people. If you experience any problems 
completing the consent form or would like further information, please call the School Age Immunisation 
Team as below.  
Repton Health Centre: 01283 707178 
Clay Cross Hospital: 01246 252953 
E-mail - DCHST.immunisationteam@nhs.net 
 
The team have also asked for students to wear a mask during the vaccination process, so these will be 
provided by the school. 
 
This half term has been a positive one, with students engaging with and embracing many of the changes 
we have introduced to raise standards at The Long Eaton School. I hope the new Go4Schools system is 
proving useful in enabling you to track student’s attendance, behaviour and academic data. I am aware 
there have been some teething problems with this, which have now hopefully been resolved. If 
problems persist, please do not hesitate to contact the office who will be happy to offer further 
guidance. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.   
 
Yours faithfully 
The Long Eaton School 
 

R Peel 
 
Mr R Peel 
Principal 

https://www.derbyshireandcityimms.co.uk/Forms/Covid
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1023484/UKHSA_12073_COVID-19_Guide_for_all_CYP_12_to_17_leaflet.pdf
mailto:DCHST.immunisationteam@nhs.net

