
 

 

RP/tb – 16th December 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Re: Testing for Close Contacts / Teams Access / Device Access 
 

On Tuesday the Government confirmed “a new national approach to daily testing for contacts of Covid-
19 was being introduced. All adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 
months, identified as a contact of someone with Covid-19 – whether Omicron or not – should take a 
lateral flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 days instead of self-isolating.” 
 

If notified by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact, students should:  

 Take an LFD each day for 7 days and report the results through the NHS Online Reporting System 
and to school via School Comms or an email to info@longeaton.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 If they test negative, they can continue to attend school.  

 If they test positive, they should self-isolate and take a PCR test to confirm the result. If the PCR is 
positive, they must self-isolate for 10 days. If the PCR test is negative, they no longer need to self-
isolate, but should continue to carry out the remainder of the daily tests, and only need to isolate if 
it is positive. 

 Outside of school, they should continue to follow the advice set out in the Sunday 12th December 
press release.  

 Anyone over the age of 18 years and 6 months who is not vaccinated, must isolate for 10 days in line 
with government guidelines if they are a close contact of a positive case.  

 

Lateral flow tests will continue to be handed out to students, but please contact reception if you require 
tests any sooner.   
 
We very much hope this approach will keep students in school and able to access their studies in 
person, rather than having to isolate at home. However, for those students who may contract COVID-19 
and need to self-isolate, we have remote schemes of learning available via Microsoft Teams, mirroring 
the topics and content covered in school. Details on how students can access this work are attached to 
this letter. 
 

Staffing Issues 
I’m aware that in the last few weeks a number of local schools have had year groups working from home 
at certain points, due to issues with staff absence linked to COVID-19. Regrettably, we have had to take 
this step for the first time tomorrow, with Year 9 working remotely. We will continue to review our 
position into next week and will aim to provide as much notice as possible, should we need to ask any 
other year group to work from home. If this is required, Year groups will be asked to work from home on 
alternate days, minimising disruption to any one year group.  



 

 

The prospect of remote learning is one we will do everything we can to avoid, but with uncertainty into 
the New Year, please be assured our remote schemes of learning are in place. I’m mindful that to access 
this work, students will need access to a device from which to work. If your child does not have access to 
a device at home, I would be grateful if you would complete the linked online form 
https://forms.office.com/r/cNrRCSMYSk 
  
This information will enable us to quickly identify the students in a year group who we would need to 
support with a loaned device, should we need any year group to work from home.   
 
I very much hope that such planning is merely precautionary, but should the worst happen, and further 
groups of students need to work from home, we should immediately be able to move to remote 
learning, with no break in student’s studies. 
 
As ever, thank you for your continued support. I know we had all hoped such disruption was behind us, 
but regrettably, circumstances seem to be changing quite rapidly at the moment.  
 
Yours faithfully 
The Long Eaton School 
 
 
 
 
Mr R Peel 
Headteacher 

https://forms.office.com/r/cNrRCSMYSk

