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TO ALL YEAR 9 STUDENTS
You are about to embark on the most significant journey of decision making since you started education. The
decisions you make in the next few weeks may have a long lasting impact on the remainder of your time in
education and possibly for the rest of your life. During the last two years you have been introduced to a wide
range of courses and experiences. The core curriculum remains the same, but now you must decide which of
the remaining subjects you wish to continue in Key Stage 4. The aim of the Subject Choices process for Year 9
students at The Long Eaton School is to ensure you receive all the necessary information, support and guidance
to ensure you make the decisions that are in your best interests.
This booklet has been prepared to give you basic information about each course on offer as a subject choice
and the subjects that comprise the core curriculum. Your tutors will also provide you with essential advice and
guidance and will refer you to other staff to support you through the process if necessary. It is also vital that you
include your parents / carers in the process by discussing with them your choices and reasons for them.
It is important not to choose your subject preferences from too narrow an area. Try not to close any doors with
respect to future careers or further education. If you already have a career in mind, check very carefully that
you are taking the appropriate subjects and remember - you may change your mind as a result of further study.
The world outside school is changing very rapidly. Old jobs and skills are disappearing; new ones are taking their
place. A broadly based programme of subjects chosen now will give you the best foundation for education and
training in the future.
Mr R Peel
Headteacher

February 2022
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We provide opportunities for you to gain a range of different types of qualifications. We believe in shaping our
courses for individual career plans, abilities and preferences. Successful results are only ever achieved by
consistent effort and regular attendance over the duration of a course. It is very important that students and
parents understand the need to meet homework deadlines and keep up with ongoing coursework demands.
Hard work and commitment are essential ingredients for success.
Some courses may have additional requirements that may involve using some of your otherwise free time. It is
therefore very important you read all the course information carefully so you are clear about all the course
requirements and are prepared to commit to any such activities if you wish to take the subject.

GCSE
This qualification is available in most of the subjects studied. In some cases a Controlled Assessment Unit (CAU)
will make up part of the final award, which is internally assessed, eg. in PE 40% is CAU, the remainder is based on
terminal examinations and Music is 60% CAU. In many subjects the coursework or CAU element has been
removed and the whole of the final award is based on terminal examinations taken at the end of Year 11. The
details of the course assessment structure will be given in the subject notes. All years will undertake formal
internally assessed exams during the summer term and Year 11 will also sit mock exams in their final year.
The A*-G grading system has been replaced from 2017 onwards with 9-1 points classification. The comparison
with the old system is given below:
New GCSE
Points
Old GCSE
Grades

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

G/F-

F/E

E+/D

C

C+/B-

B/B+

A

A+/A*

A*

A comparison with the old system as you will note is complex, and the + and – grades have been used to indicate
some overlap with points. In particular, please note that 4 points is equivalent to an old Grade C, 1 point to a
Grade G or F (0 points is a U), 8 is equivalent to the old A* and 9 is a new, even higher level of assessment.
VOCATIONAL SUBJECTS E.G. BTEC
These qualifications are available in Business, Engineering, Health and Social Care, ICT and Performing Arts.
Students are assessed on a portfolio of evidence accumulated throughout the course and 25% by an external
assessment. The Level 2 First Award is equivalent to 1 GCSE between grade A* to C. The 1st Certificate is again
a Level 2 course, and although it is double the size in terms of guided learning compared to the 1st Award,
educational establishments will only usually recognise it as equivalent to 1 GCSE grade 4 or better. In some
subjects, students can achieve the Certificate qualification if they make rapid enough progress, please read the
subject notes for more information. The Level 1 BTEC courses are equivalent to GCSEs at the grades 1 to 3.
Some subject courses may not run if there are not sufficient numbers of students choosing them. Some
combinations of subjects may not be possible to timetable. The possible combinations are worked out
according to student preferences. Where a particular combination of subjects cannot be provided, students
will be asked to make new choices.
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In the week beginning the 14th February students will receive this booklet, and will be able to use this to help
make decision around the subjects in which they are interested.
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From entering The Long Eaton School you will have experienced some Careers Education lessons during Life
Skills lessons. This is not really the time to make fixed choices about the type of Career you may want to do, as
at 16 you may look differently at your current career ideas. However, it is an excellent opportunity to explore
the range of career areas open to you. You will then need to check the effect your GCSE decisions may have on
your career interests.
Throughout the subject choices process, your tutor will be allocating tutor sessions to allow you to access further
careers information and provide advice and guidance on your choices and the types of career they could allow
progression to. To support tutors in this role, they will also call on the help of subject teachers and leaders and
can refer you through the Year 9 Head of Year, Mrs Christou. The Senior Leadership Team also have specialists
in careers education and giving advice and guidance to students who may also be called upon by Mrs Christou
to assist students in their choices.
Needless to say, your final decisions should be well informed and responsible, arrived at through consultation
with The Long Eaton School staff and your parents/guardians. At the heart of your decision making, you should
be considering your interest and ability in a subject, whilst taking into account your initial plans for study post
16 and career direction. You should not, for example, make decisions based on issues such as what friends are
opting for or if you like the teacher or not. When you finish Year 11, you will have to remain in full time education
or employment with training by law for 2 more years. This does not mean you will have to stay on at The Long
Eaton School, but places even more emphasis on getting your subject choices correct.

Websites that may be of use:
www.plotr.co.uk
www.futuremorph.org
www.nationalcareersservice.co.uk
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The start of KS4 marks an important change in the school curriculum for all students. The demands of the
courses make it impossible for any student to study all subjects. There is also an increase in the number of
subjects available. For these reasons, choices need to be made by students and parents, in consultation with
the school, about which subjects will be taken.
The courses taken by students fall into two categories:
1. Compulsory Core Subjects
2. 3 Additional Subjects (list on Page 14)
Every student studies the following compulsory CORE SUBJECTS:-

GCSE English Language

Physical Education (Core)

GCSE English Literature

Life Skills

GCSE Mathematics

GCSE Sciences (2 or 3 GCSEs – Combined Science or Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
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Two new measures of a student’s success at GCSE have been introduced over the past few years.
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) recognises the achievement of students who attain grades 9-4 (originally
A*-C) in all of the five separate elements:
1.
2.

English Language
Two Sciences (either separate sciences [in which case all 3 must be entered], or combined science.
Computer Science is also classed as EBacc science subject.)
Mathematics
History or Geography
A Modern Foreign Language

3.
4.
5.

Attainment 8 is a measure of the grades achieved by a student in a “basket” of eight subjects studied at
Key Stage 4. The eight subjects must include:
-

GCSE English Language (students MUST also be entered for English Literature)
GCSE Mathematics
GCSEs in three more of the “EBacc” subjects listed above
Any other three subjects, either as GCSE or another approved course (including BTEC)

In order to ensure that all students take a full basket of subjects which will qualify for the Attainment 8
measure, the subject choices process has been designed to ensure that everyone studies at least one of
History, Geography, Computer Science or Spanish. As part of the process all students will have access to a
combination of subjects that allows them to achieve the Ebacc criteria, however we recognise that this
may not be the most appropriate pathway for all students.
Students must pick one of the subjects below as their first choice:





Geography
History
Spanish
Computer Science (this will be available to some students)

AND then two additional subjects from the wider pool of subjects (including the above).
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level English Language

 A wide range of degree level qualifications in English,
Drama & Theatre
 Linguistics Degrees
 Education Degrees

 A level English Literature

Course Content and Structure
Students normally do two qualifications: AQA GCSE English Language and AQA GCSE English Literature.
However, we teach the subjects together, building on shared skills and ideas because the two courses have
been designed to be complementary. Both courses look for understanding, an ability to make
interpretations and to express ideas clearly and accurately. English Language also rewards imaginative
writing, whether when describing places or when creating a story. Students study a range of texts, both
fiction and non-fiction, including poetry and prose. They will focus their studies in particular upon: Macbeth
by Shakespeare, A Christmas Carol by Dickens and An Inspector Calls by J. B. Priestley.
There is one non-examination assessment for spoken language, which is marked by the teacher. All the
other parts of the course are assessed in four exams (two for each subject) which are at the end of Year 11.

You will enjoy these courses the most if you:
 Love language, whether it’s reading, chatting with friends or listening to a comedy act.
 Enjoying expressing your ideas, both in speech and in writing.
 Regularly read outside the lessons – if you’re not sure what to choose, ask your teacher or speak to the
librarians.
 Enjoying playing with words and are aware of how others use language, such as politicians, teachers,
doctors, sports personalities or writers.
 Are self-motivated and can work independently.

Teaching

Blogger/Vlogger (yes, really!)
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level Mathematics

 Level Mathematics and Further Mathematics

 A Level Further Mathematics

 Can lead to a variety of degree courses.

Course Content and Structure
GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier (grades 4 – 9).
Each Tier has 3 assessment papers completed at the end of the course. Each paper is worth 33.33% of the
final grade, and they are all 1 hour 30mins in length.
Each paper has a mix of question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step problems. The
mathematical demand increases as a student progresses through the paper. Students need to be familiar
with the functions on their own scientific calculators in readiness for their exams.
One paper is a non-calculator paper, and the other two are calculator papers.
Course content consists of 6 main teaching areas:






Number,
Algebra,
Ratio, proportion and rates of change,
Geometry and measures,
Probability,
Statistics.

There is a greater emphasis on the students being able to read information and interpret how to apply their
knowledge to problem type questions. This will be practiced throughout the course, along with regular
assessments after sections of work and at the end of term.
Mathematics is a compulsory course that all students have to follow.
The tier the students follow will be dependent on levels of progress from KS2 and KS3.
The final exam tier will be decided from progress through KS4.

Biosciences
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, Physics

 Science Degree

 BTEC Level 3 Applied Science (Single or Double)

 Science based apprenticeships

Course Content and Structure
You will either study 3 separate Science GCSEs, or Combined Science which will be examined linearly at the
end of Year 11. The topics covered are GCSE Biology

GCSE Chemistry

GCSE Physics



1. Cell biology



1. Atomic structure and the periodic table



1. Forces



2. Organisation



2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of 

2. Energy



3. Infection and response

matter



3. Waves



4. Bioenergetics



3. Quantitative chemistry



4. Electricity



5. Homeostasis and response



4. Chemical changes



5. Magnetism and



6. Inheritance, variation and evolution



7. Ecology

5. Energy changes

electromagnetism



6. The rate and extent of chemical change



6. Particle model of matter



7. Organic chemistry



7. Atomic structure



8. Chemical analysis



8. Space physics (physics only)



9. Chemistry of the atmosphere



10. Using resources


You are suitable for this course if you;





An active interest in How Science Works and its importance in real life.
An enquiring mind and a good skills base.
An ability to learn independently and meet assessment deadlines.
Good organisational skills.

Research Scientist
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Physical Education becomes more specialised in KS4. The department provides activities from two main
activity areas. We focus on game activities and fitness.
The department encourages students to study sport in more depth. Students will analyse performance and
set targets for improvement. Students will learn through conditioned situations and they will be given the
opportunity to utilise their skills through competitive activity.
The aim of the Physical Education Programme in Key Stage 4 is to enable students to plan and enjoy their
leisure time and to encourage them to adopt a healthy active lifestyle for the future. We expect all
students to regularly participate in lessons that are designed to be both active and fun.
Students may also take the opportunity to adopt the role of coach or leader during the year.

The School aims to give students the chance to develop their talents to the full. In order to do this, they need to
regularly assess progress and plan for the next stage. PSHE will help them with this process.
Students will work with specialist teachers in Careers Information Advice and Guidance and will receive help in
planning their period of Work Experience, which will take place towards the end of Year 10 and their plans
following Year 11.
In addition to PSHE, Careers, Enterprise and Health Education, there will be the opportunity to improve
knowledge and understanding in a broad range of issues, particularly those which relate to teenagers, including
relationships and sex education.

12
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You will need to rank 5 subject preferences, from which you will be allocated 3 subjects for Key Stage 4.

GCSE Art and Design
GCSE Computer Science
GCSE Design & Technology
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition
GCSE Geography
GCSE History
GCSE Media Studies
GCSE Music
GCSE Religious Education
GCSE Spanish
BTEC Tech Award in Engineering
BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise (Business)
BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts
BTEC Tech Award in Health & Social Care
OCR Cambridge Nationals in Sport
OCR Cambridge Nationals in IT

IMPORTANT NOTES:
Please note that courses will only run if sufficient students choose to do them. It may not be possible to
timetable certain combinations of subjects. Some subjects have restricted numbers. Progress check
information and punctuality of subject choices form return will be used to select students onto oversubscribed
courses. If there is a problem with your choices, we will talk to you as soon as possible. Early in the spring term
you will receive a letter confirming your subject choices.
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level Art and Design

Degrees in Fine Art / Illustration / Graphic design /
Fashion / Textiles Design/ Photography /
Architecture / Digital art and animation / Games
Design /Illustration / Art Therapy

 A Level Photography

Course Content and Structure
Unit 1: [J171-01]
Coursework
Art and Design Portfolio
Approx. 45 hours to complete the portfolio
For this unit, candidates start working on projects in Year 10 to develop a broad portfolio based on themes set by the
department, including The Human Image, Natural Form and Sea and Sky. Within each of these themes, a wide range
of media, materials, techniques and processes from basic tonal pencil drawing to paint, print and 3D techniques are
explored. In Year 11 each student has the opportunity to refine their portfolio and embark on a very individual
journey to suit their skill set. The portfolio of work showing your personal response is internally assessed and then
externally moderated by OCR.
This unit is worth 60% of the overall mark.
Unit 2: [J172-02]

Exam

Art and Design OCR Set Task
10 hour supervised exam to produce a personal response
The early release paper is issued to candidates on or after 1 January and the students are given a limited preparatory
period. The exam provides candidates with a range of written and visual starting points. From these, one must be
selected upon which to base your personal response on. This unit is internally assessed and then externally
moderated by OCR.
This unit is worth 40% of the overall mark

You are suitable for this course if you:






Love learning about art and design
Regularly spend your free time drawing and being creative
Have an interest in the work of artists and designers
Are self-motivated and can work independently
Are considering a career in the creative industry

Illustrator

Architect

Graphic Design
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level Computer Science

 Computer Science Degree
 Artificial Intelligence Degree
 Game Development Degree
 Apprenticeship e.g. Software house

 Cambridge Technical Lv 3 in ICT

Course Content and Structure
Computational Thinking - Written exam: 2 hours 50% of GCSE
 Fundamentals of algorithms
 Programming
 Fundamentals of data representation
 Computer systems
Theoretical Content - Written exam: 1hour 45 minutes 50% of GCSE
 Fundamentals of data representation
 Computer systems
 Fundamentals of computer networks
 Fundamentals of cyber security
 Relational Databases and Structured Query Language (SQL)
 Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology
 Computer systems
The exams are a mix of multiple choice, short answer and longer answer questions assessing programming,
practical problem-solving and computational thinking skills.

You are suitable for this course if you;







Like problem solving and are resilient
Can find mistakes and fix them within work
Enjoy programming in Python or other programming languages
Curious about how computing devices work and affect everyday life
Understand mathematics well
Want to shape the future of technology
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 Level 3 Engineering

 Product Design Degree
 Graphic Design Degree
 Engineering Degree
 Industrial Design
Course Content and Structure

This course builds on the basic skills developed in KS3 and challenges students to apply a far greater degree
of accuracy in their work. Having learned to use a variety of skills, equipment and tools, students are
encouraged to explore the iterative design process whilst creating and evaluating new and existing
technologies, materials and products.
Year 10
Year 10 allows students to develop their exam and theory knowledge whilst building practical skills in some
of the units. This year is delivered in Several Units and practical’s. These practical’s include, Woodwork,
Metal work and forming plastic.
Year 11
In year 11 students will undertake their NEA (Non – Examined Assessment) which encompasses all of the
studies within year 10. The NEA Focusses on the practical application of:
Core technical principles • Specialist technical principles • Designing and making principles.
The NEA will include tasks such as:
Identifying and investigating design possibilities • Producing a design brief and specification • Generating
design ideas • Developing design ideas • Realising design ideas • Analysing & evaluating
The NEA will focus on the iterative design process where students will produce a portfolio of design work
and a prototype.
After the NEA, The focus of the studies in Year 11 will be the Exam. This will include revision and exam techniques.

You
are prepare
suitablestudents
for thisfor
course
if you:
This will
the exam
which includes:

• Core technical principles • Specialist technical principles • Designing and making principle

Like a challenge
 Love designing and being creative
 Want to know more about the history of product design
 Like the challenge of producing the A3 20 page portfolio
 Are interested in how things are made and how they work


Technical Engineer
Set Designer
Games Designer
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)
 Level 3 Food, Science & Nutrition

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)
Degree BSc Nutrition

Vocational: Hospitality and Catering

MSc Dietetics, Food Science, Cookery, Media, Journalism

What does the course cover through Year 10

Skill 8: Sauce Making

Skill 1: General Practical Skills

Skill 8: Sauce Making

Skill 2: Knife Skills

Skill 12: Setting Mixtures

Skill 6: cooking methods

Skill 7: Prepare, Combine and Shape

You are suitable for this course if you:
 Enjoy cooking & practical, Theory lessons
 Enjoy being creative
 Have an interest in food, science and
cooking
 Have an interest in food and nutrition

AQA: Food Preparation and Nutrition – GCSE Course
What the students will be covering in Year 10:
Subject content: 5 sections to cover through theory and various practical lessons.
1. Food, Nutrition and Health 2. Food Science 3. Food Safety 4. Food Choice 5. Food Provenance
This will support and provide the basic knowledge for year 11 coursework exam tasks & paper exam.
Year 11: Non-exam Assessment (NEA) – Coursework 2 tasks.
Task 1: Food Investigation (30 marks)
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional, scientific & chemical properties of ingredients.
Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment (70 marks)
Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food and
application of nutrition related to the chosen task. Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within
a single period of no more than three hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved.
How it's Assessed?
• Task 1: Written or electronic report (1,500–2,000 words) including photographic evidence of the practical investigation.
• Task 2: Written or electronic portfolio including photographic
18evidence

Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level Geography

 Geography (physical, human or both)
GIS and Remote Sensing
Environmental Science
Urban studies and planning
Course Content and Structure

This course is split into 3 components, which are all assessed through exams.
Component 1: Global Geographical Challenges (37.5%)
This unit covers topics including tectonic hazards (earthquakes and volcanoes), tropical storms,
development, urbanisation and megacities. This is assessed in 1 exam of 1 hour and 30 minutes.
Component 2: UK Geographical Issues (37.5%)
This unit includes studies of issues around the UK. Students will study coasts, rivers and a UK city. Students
will also have 2 pieces of field work in this unit; a physical and human piece. Both of these pieces of
fieldwork will be assessed in the exam (1 hour 30).
Component 3: People and the Environment Issues- Decision Making (25%)
This unit looks at current issues where people and the environment mix. It includes deserts, rainforests,
energy resources and studies about how we use the resources on the planet. This is assessed in 1 exam of 1
hour and 30 minutes.
You are suitable for this course if you:
 Enjoy the Geography topics in your Humanities lessons.
 Love learning about the world that we live in.
 Like to find out why and how things happen in the world, both naturally and through human
involvement.
 Love looking at events in the world and regularly look at the news.
 Are considering a career with Geography.

Expedition Planner
Travel Journalist
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level History

 History Degree

 A Level Archaeology (college)

 Archaeology Degree
 Heritage Management Degree
 Academic Degree e.g. Law/ Journalism
Course Content and Structure

This course is structured into three parts:
 Part 1 – Power, People and Protest 1170- 1980
This aspect of the course explores the relationship between those with power and those without. It
investigates the various points in history when people have challenged those in power. In doing so it
explores the causes of these events and evaluates their significance. The course is focussed on British
history.
 Part 2 – Elizabethan England 1558-1603
This aspect investigates the reign of Elizabeth I. It will explore life in Elizabethan England and the threats she
faced both at home and abroad. We will also study a specific Elizabethan site; considering its role and
importance in Elizabeth England.
 Part 3 – Understanding the Modern World 1890-1945
This aspect takes a closer look at the modern world. It includes a depth study of Germany under the Kaiser,
Weimar and Nazis. It also considers the impact of World War One and the build up of World War Two.
This course is assessed by two exams at the end of Year 11.
You are suitable for this course if you:






Are intrigued by how people used to live and love learning about the past
Enjoy being a detective and looking at evidence to piece together events
Have an enquiring mind – You like to ask why?
Enjoy a good argument- Good historians enjoy debating different views
Are self-motivated and can work independently

Radio or TV Researcher
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Police Service

Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level Media Studies

 Media Degree
 Film Studies Degree
 Film and Television Production Degree
Practical apprenticeships within the media
industry
Course Content and Structure

Throughout the course, students will be able to see how the language and images are used in the real world to
engage audiences and shape meanings. They will become familiar with Media terminology, techniques and the
theoretical framework. This will include studying a range of media texts and theory. There will be opportunities to use
software packages, such as Photoshop, to create images and text allowing students to express their creativity.
The GCSE is assessed at the end of Year 11 and is divided into two main components: examination units and
coursework.
 70% Exam
The examination units will test the knowledge of the close study products (CSPs) taught over the two year course. The
CSPs students will be examined on are Advertising, Film Industry and Online, Social and Participating Media, Print
Newspapers and Magazines, Music Videos, Radio and Television.
 30% Non-Exam Assessment (NEA)
Students will choose a brief set by the Examination Board. They will create a media product demonstrating their
practical skills and knowledge of the theoretical framework.

You are suitable for this course if you:







Have strong English skills and are good at essay writing
Can be creative and imaginative
Have an interest in using different types of software
Can meet deadlines and are organised
Are self-motivated and can work independently
Are considering a career in Radio, Television, Film or Journalism

Animator
Multimedia Designer
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level Music

 Any degree involving music, e.g. BA in Music,
Music Production, Songwriting, Music
Technology, Pop Music

 A Level Music Technology
 BTEC Level 3 Music/Music Technology

 Music College/Conservatoire

Course Content and Structure
Music is a varied and exciting subject at GCSE and involves both practical and theory. It will help you to
develop as a musician, but will also provide you with a broad range of skills that are useful in any career.
The course is split into three components, 60% of this is coursework based.
30% - Performance. Students record a minimum of four minutes of performances both as a soloist and as
an ensemble. The expected standard of performances is approximately grade three (ABRSM/Rock
School/Trinity).
30% - Composition. Students compose two pieces of music, lasting a minimum of three minutes altogether.
One composition is in response to a brief set by the exam board, the other composition is a free
composition. These are completed on music notation software.
40% - Listening & Appraising Exam. Students sit one exam lasting 1 hour and 15 minutes in the summer of
Year 11 which tests their listening and appraising skills in four areas of study. These are Musical Forms and
Devices (Western Classical music), Music for Ensemble (Jazz, Blues, Musical Theatre and Chamber Music),
Film Music and Popular Music. Students study a variety of pieces in order to develop a broad knowledge
and understanding of these areas. There will be 2 questions about set pieces which are studied in advance

You are suitable for this course if you:







Enjoy listening to, and studying, a broad range of music
Play an instrument or sing
Have a desire to improve your overall musical ability
Are looking to develop skills that can be used in a career in music as well as many others
Are willing to work alongside a wide range of students who share your love of music
Are self-motivated and can work independently

Music Therapist
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level Religion, Ethics & Philosophy

 Religious Studies
Theology
Philosophy
Politics
Sociology

Course Content and Structure
RE is a lively and stimulating GCSE which provides a great opportunity for engaging in current issues,
developing social, cultural, practical and historical awareness. This course is split into 2 components, which
are both assessed with an exam of 1 hours and 45 minutes.
Component 1: The Study of Religions: Beliefs, Teachings & Practices (50%)
This unit covers both Christianity and Islam. You will study the different beliefs, teachings and practices of
both religions and learn about the key people and different moral teachings in both religions. You will gain
understanding of how religious believers practice their faith and how it relates to their everyday lives.
Component 2: Thematic Studies (50%)
This unit includes four religious, philosophical and ethical themes:
A) Religion & Life (origins of the universe, environmental issues, animal rights, the afterlife, abortion and
euthanasia)
B) Religion, Crime & Punishment (causes of crime, aims of punishment, treatment of criminals, death
penalty, forgiveness)
C) Religion, Human Rights & Social Justice (human rights, equality, prejudice, wealth, poverty, charity).
D) Religion, Peace and Conflict (Just War, Holy War, Weapons of mass destruction, Pacifism, Justice
Reconciliation, Terrorism and Forgiveness
You will apply your knowledge of both Christianity and Islam to parts of the unit to show how religious
believers might respond to these moral dilemmas.

Police
Armed Forces
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 A Level Spanish

 Spanish degree
 Modern Foreign Language Degree
 Studying abroad
 Teach English as a Foreign Language (TEFL)
Course Content and Structure

Studying a language at GCSE is a fantastic way to set yourself apart from other students. Studying Spanish
can open many doors and lead you to opportunities you didn’t know existed. During the course you will
learn a wide range of vocabulary and grammar, you will explore the culture of the Hispanic world and you
will develop your communication skills.
The course is split equally between speaking (25%), listening (25%), reading (25%) and writing (25%). These
four skills are assessed by final exams at the end of Year 11. The speaking exam involves a role-play,
describing a photo and general conversation. The listening exam includes a range of question types based
on real situations in English and in Spanish. The reading exam includes questions on authentic texts in
English and Spanish as well as a translation from Spanish to English. Finally, the writing exam asks you to
describe, inform and explain as well as complete a translation from English to Spanish. You will study a
range of different topics from the following themes:
1.
2.
3.

Identity and culture – Me and my family and friends, Free-time activities including music, cinema, TV,
food and sport, Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries, Technology.
Local, national, international and global areas of interest – Home, town, neighbourhood and region,
Social issues, Travel and tourism, Global issues.
Current and future study and employment – My studies, Life at school, Education post-16, Career
choices.

We also hope to offer a Spanish exchange with our partner school in Barcelona however, this cannot yet be
You are suitable for this course if you:
confirmed.






You are a confident communicator
You are a problem-solver
You enjoy learning about other cultures
You are organised
You have good memory skills

Working Abroad

Military Services
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 Apprenticeships

 Degree in Engineering

 BTEC National in Engineering – Level 3

 Degree in Materials fabrication
 Mechanical Engineering
 Electrical Engineering

Course Content and Structure
What subjects will I study?
The course is made up of three components, which is a mixture of internally and externally assessed units
that provide a wide understanding of a range of engineering areas. Typically the units are:




Exploring Engineering Sectors
Investigating an Engineered Product
Responding to an Engineered Brief

The units are aimed at demonstrating the variety of sectors of engineering that are available. Students who
complete the course will have a good understanding of area such as mechanical engineering and electrical
engineering, as well as fields in Bio-medical and other sectors of Engineering. Students will learn about
materials and properties through a process of product disassembly and analysis. They will develop a range
of workshop skills and be able to use traditional hand tools, as well as some machinery. Students will
obviously understand health and safety implications and demonstrate an exemplary level of behaviour in
the workshop area. Students will also develop skills in CAD programmes such as 2D Design and work toward
putting together a design folio that delves into how to write specifications and briefs and designing to meet
requirements.
How will it be assessed?
Students are assessed on a portfolio of evidence accumulated throughout the course and by an external
assessment. An overall grade for the qualifications is awarded to all students who successfully complete all
units. Grades awarded are Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* at either Level 1 or 2. A BTEC First Award
is equivalent to one GCSEs grade 9 - 1.
You are suitable for this course if you:






have the ability to communicate well both orally and on paper
are physically able to participate in a wide range of design and practical activities
are competent enough to work within Health and Safety guidelines
Are curious about how things are manufactured.

Mechanical Engineer
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 Applied A Level Business

 Business Management Degree

 BTEC Level 3 in Business

 Finance & Accounting Degree

Apprenticeship in Business

 Business Enterprise Degree
 Higher Apprenticeship e.g. Accounting

Course Content and Structure
The course has two internally assessed components, and one that is externally assessed:
Component 1- Exploring Enterprises (30% weighting) - Internally Assessed Assignment
Aim: examine different enterprises to develop knowledge and understanding of the characteristics of
enterprises and the skills needed by entrepreneurs.
Component 2- Planning for Running an Enterprise (30% weighting) - Internally Assessed
Assignment
Aim: select an enterprise idea to plan, pitch for and run.
Component 3: Promotion and Finance for Enterprise (40% weighting) - Externally Assessed Exam
Aim: explore promotional methods, financial records, planning and forecasting.
How will it be Assessed?
Students are assessed on a portfolio of evidence accumulated throughout the course and by an
external assessment. An overall grade for the qualification is awarded to all students who successfully
complete all units. Grades awarded are Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* at either Level 1 or 2. A
BTEC Tech Award is equivalent to one GCSEs grade 9 - 1. It is a practical, work-related course.
You are suitable for this course if you:
Have the ability to communicate well both orally and on paper, good numeracy skills for the financial
aspects of the course and above all, good organisational skills are vital to keep to deadlines.

Accountant
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)
 English and Drama Degree

 BTEC National in Performing Arts

 Drama and Theatre Studies Degree

 A Level Drama and Theatre

 Theatre and Performance Design Degree
 Acting Degree

Course Content and Structure
The course is made up of three components: two that are internally assessed and one that is externally assessed. The
three-block structure, explore, develop and apply allows students to build on and embed their knowledge, grow in
confidence and then put into practice what they have learned, as they move through the course. Students may
choose to focus on performance throughout the course, or alternatively design, with emphasis on set, lighting and
costume design, plus hair and makeup.
Component 1 Exploring the Performing Arts: (Internally assessed) 30% overall
Students explore the processes used to create 3 different styles of theatre through an assignment set by Pearson.
They use research skills to explore performance styles, creative intentions and the purpose of theatre as well as
investigate how practitioners create and influence what is performed. Students will also discover performance roles,
skills, techniques and processes.
Component 2 Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts: (Internally assessed) 30% overall
Students will develop skills and techniques in acting by taking part in workshops, classes and rehearsals, gaining either
physical, interpretative, vocal and rehearsal skills, or design skills, and applying these to a performance, through an
assignment set by Pearson. As part of the assessment students will be required to reflect on their progress, their
performance or design and how they could improve.
Component 3 Performing to a Brief: (Externally assessed and completed in Year 11) 40% overall
Students pull together all they have learned and apply their knowledge in a performance or final design task. They
create a piece of theatre based on a given brief. There will also be a controlled assessment (totalling 3 hours) where
students write about the process, contributions, decisions they have made and the outcome.
How will it be assessed?
Students are assessed on a portfolio of evidence accumulated throughout the course and by an external assessment.
Grades awarded are Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* at either Level 1 or 2. A BTEC Tech Award is equivalent to
one GCSE grade 9 - 1. It is a practical, work-related course.
.You are suitable for this course if you:
 Love to study Drama, not just performing. It is not just creating a play! Social, cultural, political and historical
context also comes into it, which also means researching into past history.
 Can work well with different types of people, as group work is heavily involved during the course.
 Are self-motivated and can work independently.
 Have a passion for performing or a design skill (costume and make up, sound, lighting, set design).
 Are hardworking – there will be lots of rehearsals in your own time, and writing!
 Are considering a career in Drama and Theatre.


TV Production Assistant
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)
 Degree courses e.g. Primary Education, Nursing,
Social Work, Health and Social Care, Psychology,
Midwifery, Paramedic Science
 Apprenticeships e.g. Ambulance practitioner, dental
nursing, pharmacy services assistant, healthcare
assistant, maternity and paediatric support

BTEC Level 3 in Health and Social Care:
 L3 National Extended Certificate in HSC (equivalent.to 1
A Level)
L3 National Diploma in HSC (equivalent to 2 A Levels)
L3 National Extended Diploma in HSC (Health Studies)
(equivalent to 3 A levels)

Course Content and Structure
BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care Level 1/ Level 2 is an introduction to vocational learning and
gives learners the opportunity to build skills for post-16 study. This will give students a wider knowledge
base if going on to study Health and Social Care at Level 3 or enter an Apprenticeship or employment in the
health and social care sector. Students are expected to complete and achieve three components in the
qualification which focus on the assessment of knowledge, skills and practices and promote independent
learning. All students complete two components of work which are internally assessed and one component
which is the main synoptic assessment for the qualification and builds directly on the coursework
assessments.
Students will cover a wide range of topics including physical, intellectual, emotional and social
development, transferable skills like communication, factors affecting health and wellbeing, health and
social care services and applying care values
Components studied are:




Human Lifespan Development
Health and Social Care Services and Values
Health and Wellbeing

You are suitable for this course if you want to take responsibility for your own learning and to develop skills
that are essential for the modern-day workplace. These skills include:






Team working
Working from a prescribed brief
Working to deadlines
Presenting information effectively
Independent research and analysis skills








Love learning about sport not just playing it
Regularly participate in organised sport out of school (e.g. for a club)
Regularly participate in extra-curricular sports clubs in school
Always have your full PE Kit for lessons and like taking part in any weather
Therapist
Pharmacistand can work independently
Are self-motivated
Are considering a career in Sport
Counsellor
Care Assistant
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Dietician

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)
 Cambridge Technical Level 3

 Sports Science Degree

 Sport and Recreation

 Sports Coaching Degree

A Level Physical Education (Distinction*
required)

 Sports Development Degree
 Apprenticeship e.g. at a local gym

Course Content and Structure
Cambridge Nationals in Sport
Sport qualifications offer students the chance to develop a wide range of highly desirable, transferable skills
through practical means. Cambridge Nationals deliver these skills and understanding, effectively engaging
and inspiring students of all abilities to achieve.
Sport Science
Elite sport has embraced sport science disciplines wholeheartedly in the past few decades, moving from a
perspective which assumed the primacy of natural talent in producing outstanding performance, to one
which considers every minute detail of an athlete’s training programme, rest time, environment and
psychology in the pursuit of excellence. The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science offer students the
opportunity to study key areas of sport science including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness, health,
injury and performance; the science of training and application of training principles, and psychology in
sport and sports performance.
Units

Assessment method

Reducing the risk of sports injuries
Applying principles of training
The body’s response to physical activity
Sports nutrition

Written paper 1 hour
Centre assessed, OCR moderated
Centre assessed, OCR moderated
Centre assessed, OCR moderated

You are suitable for this course if you:







Love learning about sport not just playing it
Regularly participate in organised sport out of school (e.g. for a club)
Regularly participate in extra-curricular sports clubs in school
Always have your full PE Kit for lessons and like taking part in any weather
Are self-motivated and can work independently
Are considering a career in Sport

Sports Psychology
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Key Stage 5 Pathway (age 16+)

Higher Education Pathway (age 18+)

 Apprenticeships

 Degree in ICT
 Degree in Information Systems
 Cambridge Technical in ICT – Level 3
 Computer Game Design
 Multimedia Design
 Multimedia Design
Course Content and
se Structure
What subjects will I study?
You may be interested in this if you want an engaging qualification where you will use your learning in practical, reallife situations to develop independence and confidence in skills that would be relevant to all work sectors. The
qualification will also help you to develop learning and skills that can be used in other life and work situations, such
as.
 Planning and designing IT solutions and products for a given purpose
 Selecting the best tools and techniques to solve a problem
 Creating IT solutions and digital products
 Finding imaginative ways to solve IT problems
R050: IT in the digital world (40% - Exam 90 min)
You will learn the knowledge and understanding to apply design tools for applications, principles of human computer
interfaces and the use of data and testing in different contexts when creating IT solutions or products. You learn the
uses of Internet of Everything and the application of this in everyday life, cyber-security and legislations related to the
use of IT systems, and the different types of digital communications software, devices, and distribution channels.
R060: Data manipulation using spreadsheets (30% - Coursework)
You will learn the skills to be able to plan and design a spreadsheet solution to meet client requirements. They will be
able to use a range of tools and techniques to create a spreadsheet solution based on their design, which they will
test.
R070: Using augmented reality to present information (30% - Coursework)
You will learn the purpose, use and types of augmented reality (AR) in different contexts and how they are used on
different digital devices. They will develop the skills to be able to design and create an AR model prototype, using a
range of tools and techniques.

You are suitable for this course if you:





Enjoy using and learning to use different software apps
Have an interest in problem solving with IT and computer equipment
Want to learn new technologies such as the Internet of Things and developing augmented reality
Know that your career or future needs IT skills and application
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